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What is the spacing between cable
trays in a vertical shaft 

Overview

In general, vertical spacing for cable trays should be 30 cm (12 in), measured
from the bottom of the upper tray to the top of the lower tray. The NEC has a
requirement for ladder-type cable trays. The rungs cannot be more.
Clearances: Maintain at least 12 inches of vertical clearance above trays for
installation and maintenance access (2026 NEC update). Separation of
Electrical and Instrumentation Cables Electrical on Top, Instrumentation
Below: Typically, electrical trays are positioned above instrumentation trays. It
is used in EPC projects for basic engineering, detailed engineering, making the
bill of quantities (BOQ), and. In vertical trays, cables shall also be secured at
intermediate locations as necessary to keep all cables completely within and
secured to the tray.
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What is the spacing between cable trays in a vertical shaft 

The 2026 NEC introduced an important update:
cable trays must have at least 12 inches of clear
vertical space above them to allow for installation
and maintenance access.

In vertical trays, cables shall also be secured at
intermediate locations as necessary to keep all
cables completely within and secured to the tray."
So, it is no indication what could be the …

At least 12 inches of clear space should be
provided between tray levels. We also add that
instrument trays cross electrical trays at 90
degrees if the 12 inch rule "gets violated".

Spacing Standards: Electrical (power) and
instrumentation (signal/control) cable trays should
maintain a minimum vertical and horizontal
distance. Industry standards often recommend at
least 300mm (12 …

Vertically running cable trays in cable riser/shaft
shall be supported at an interval of 1000 mm. In
case cables are to be laid over the top of
switchgear panels, a clearance of 300 mm shall be
maintained.
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Cable trays may be installed in virtually every
professional structure, including large factories
and high office towers. Their utilization is only
possible in environments that have a lot of …

According to ABB''s technical guide, the type of
tray and the space between the rungs impact how
well it works for small control cables and large
power conductors. Enter the width and …

Explore the essential cable tray support spacing
requirements for safe and efficient installations.
Learn NEC guidelines for perforated, ladder, and
wire mesh trays.

Ladder cable tray is available in widths of 6, 9, 12,
18, 24, 30, 36, 42 and 48 inches with rung
spacings of 6, 9, 12 or 18 inches. Note that wider
rung spacings and wider cable tray widths
decrease the overall …

In general, vertical spacing for cable trays should
be 30 cm (12 in), measured from the bottom of the
upper tray to the top of the lower tray. A minimum
clearance of 23 cm (9 in) should be …
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.indzawo.co.za
Email: sales@indzawo.co.za
Phone: +27 71 296 8473
Address: 22 Quantum Street, Midrand, 1685, Gauteng, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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