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Fiber optic cable connection to two
devices cannot be replaced with a

different router 

Overview

Yes, you can often use your existing router with fiber optic internet, but there
are crucial considerations. Understanding compatibility, potential limitations,
and when an upgrade is necessary will ensure you get the most out of your
high-speed connection. The process for replacing equipment differs if you
have cable, fiber, or DSL. The physical. Fiber optic internet represents a
significant leap in internet technology, utilizing thin strands of glass or plastic
to transmit data as pulses of light. This method offers vastly superior speeds,
lower latency, and greater reliability compared to traditional copper-based
technologies like DSL and. You will learn precisely what an ONT is, how it
differs from the familiar cable modem, and the critical role it plays in
converting light into the data that powers your digital life. A router creates
your home network so your devices can share that internet connection over
WiFi and/or an Ethernet.
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Fiber optic cable connection to two devices cannot be replaced with a different router 

Converts the fiber signal into an Ethernet
connection Hands that connection off to a router
or gateway to create your home network So, does
fiber eliminate the need for both a modem …

The physical medium—coaxial cable, fiber-optic, or
telephone line (DSL)—determines whether you
need a modem and a router, or just a router.
Below we explain each ISP connection …

To recap, DSL and cable internet use
fundamentally different technologies to bring the
internet to your residence, so they cannot use the
same modem. If you switch between these two …

If you have a large home, multiple devices, or
experience Wi-Fi dead zones and slow speeds in
certain areas, your existing router''s Wi-Fi
coverage and capacity are likely insufficient for a
high-speed fiber …

No, you typically cannot plug a raw fiber optic
cable directly into a standard wireless router. Most
consumer-grade routers do not have a built-in
fiber port (SFP module or optical interface).

© 2026 Indzawo Optic Connect - All rights reserved



Page 3/4

The two devices are not interchangeable — your
existing cable modem cannot be repurposed for a
fiber connection. You still need a router: The ONT
converts the fiber signal but …

Can you use your existing router with AT& T Fiber?
Learn about compatibility, fiber optic connections,
and router requirements for optimal internet
speed.

An ONT is a device that translates light signals
sent through fiber optic cables into data that your
devices can understand and use. It is the
connection point between your Internet Service
Provider''s (ISP) …

For Cable Internet: Coaxial Cable Network → Cable
Modem → Router → Your Devices In some cases,
ISPs may provide a combination device, often
called a “gateway” or “fiber router,” which
integrates …

Instead of a traditional modem, fiber internet
requires an Optical Network Terminal (ONT) that
converts light signals into electrical signals your
devices can understand. Additionally, you''ll …
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.indzawo.co.za
Email: sales@indzawo.co.za
Phone: +27 71 296 8473
Address: 22 Quantum Street, Midrand, 1685, Gauteng, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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